songsfor.be Nursery. 


. - the slow, soft lullaby was the first 

, nthe -good old "m«, n(J the ten der suggestive airs 

m „* l« rf in ,hc i“?,o daughter, still linger with us ; but 
handed down from m°*“ ‘ n0 , ace nor reason for existence 
the lullaby !tselfseem e. Modern research in the education 
in this busy progre-w » t he rocking of cradles little 
„r infants has banished ^ ^ part of her suite !— 

Princess Mary, in tdoS. h( to i ay ou r babe 

- * f* KT expectation that he 
wdWo his du^a^go to sleep, without any such aids as 

l0C Sffl°thenTOt crooning mother songs will never be laid 
aside. It “comes natural,” as we say, to sing to a baby, and he 
shows very early that he understands and appreciates what is 
thus said to him by answering cooings and gurglings. 

By the time he is nine months old he is ready for his fiist 
songs with action — most likely “ Pat-a-cake ” and “ Dance, 
Thumbkin, dance,” which he learns while yet sitting on his 
mothers knee, and which give him the exquisite pleasure of 
"something attempted, something done,” though it is only the 
ni' A ing of his own small fingers in “ patting and pricking and 

marking with P.” b 

duidclu T St ^ C * n bab y’ s musical education follows 
steady eno^K * ^ are e ^ er cb hdren, for as soon as he is 

he is wekomed in, ° f 

flght,' a„ d | „ l ? ulberr >' Bus V “ Here we dance looby 
Lemons,” and thTll l ° ^°' n tbe merr y file of “ Oranges and 
. The little btin^T" 2 Hnes of “ Nuts in May.” 

w 'tb the pretty unJ C raws sbou ts of delight and approbation, 

shoes ” and- shake hkT 1° “ Wash his clothes,” “black his 
ehls hand a little” like the rest. It is quite 


worth while to teach these simple old game- 

actions, as correctly as one knows how for\h and 

on ly passes on a heritage intact (most of the ° ne not 

that one is driven to surmise that they « m ^ S ° ancient 

Conqueror,” or are “Anglo-Saxon roots”) bu^ak 0 ^ With tlle 

careful work from the first, ground is being prenared ^ 
seed S prepared for f uture 

The “Baby’s Opera” and “Baby’s Bouquet”* are „ r 
feasts of delight to little people of two years old and upwards 
the pictures and music alike fascinate them. Some of the son- 
lend themselves to action, for instance, the old favourite, “Three 
Little Kittens, where mother wins great applause in the part of 
the mother-cat, and the children distinguish themselves as 
kittens losing, finding, washing, putting on the much-thought-of 


mittens. 

For songs, however, that pre-eminently suggest action, so 
helpful in developing the little muscles, as well as habits of 
attention, promptitude, and order, we must, of course, pass 
on to the kindergarten song-books, f perfect mines of wealth 
in the hands of an honest, sympathetic teacher. 

One of the most inspiriting of these pretty games, “The 
Peasant,” is too well known to need description. In the 
same collection is a very useful marching song, “ The Soldiers, 


The Soldiers. 

The sol-diers must have drums when they march a- long in line -W ^ 
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merry boys like noise too 

2 


and roll their drums so 









turn rum turn rum 


turn rum turn rum 



* Walter ^Tamef^Mefdames Berry and Michael* 

t e -S-t Sixty Kindergarten Pongs and 

Novell j, K. 
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SONGS FOR __ 

146 " we ll as legs, in imitating the 

fnr the arms as last ver se there is scope 

WZ&****!;?** d f sdpli t» ' vhen the nttle 

various t aS well « quiet rest, 

for prett/ efl taking * e r ^ t favourite, and gives 

^ M-igcon House" » £ ones , wh o take the par, of 
Th lv to the very form t he house. The 

an opportm r lde rs, , n a p i ea se till the door 

pigeons «>” = * £ roer rily aboU ‘ “1 ,m the end of the song. 

“^^.whenaUcoosomyt, 

The Pigeon House. 

,i,» .... « *» ”• 


fly way ™> ere er ' .___ — y i I v tr 



Tfhen they return to their home once more, 
£ 


We hasten to close the pigeon house door; And 

i 



now they aUmeet, Their cooing so sweet Tells where they have been. And all they have seen. 
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Eoo-coo, roo-coo, roo - coo, roo - coo, &c. 
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lhe a\ursery people in their next stage of advancement, £ 
from six to ten, have an almost bewildering choice in 1 
uum erless collections of really beautiful and artistic songs n 
hvTs Th V hree books of “Little Songs for Little Voic< 
5 [tr Ga ! ty ’ f wil1 be f ound of great use. “ Rain Do 

“May’DTy -> ra a ° f the Cbristmas son g s , “ He, She, It,” J 
__ y e es Pecially pretty, and the setting ot 


Metzler & Co. 




SO ng from Alice in Wonderland” 

Little Faster? gives scope f or some W ‘ y ° u Wa 'k a 
whiting and snail walk arm i n actin S- The 

porpoise and the lobsters, each singing iV« Wed b y the 
descriptive ones, eg, “ Said a Whiting to a L°pu T ds ; an T 
all. For the chorus, all can dance in a ring T \ be SUng b y 
or do the balancing step, holding hands & f d ° §rand chain - 

** Carmichael 

gen,, i, is difficult ,o pJSS? ~ 

favounties are “Ferry me across the water” “ The H ^ 
dear.” and “Who has seen the wind?” One of 
suitable for action is “A pocket-handkerchief to hem ” 

The little workers stand in a row, imitating the’ manner 
of sewing (with hem of pianafore), till the words, “ And after 
work is play,” which may be sung twice, while all dance 
merrily round ; then, suddenly breaking the ring again, all 
stand still in the line as before. 


A Pocket Handkerchief to Hem. 

Allegretto A pock - et hand - ker - chief to hem, Oh dear, oh dear, oh dear! 
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m/ How ma - ny stitches it will take Be - fore it’s done, I fear. 


Yet 



/ stitch by stitch the hem is done, 


And af - ter work is play 





Of foreign songs, those most accessible 
French and German. 


the 


* "Sing Song." Stanley Rucas, 


Webber & Co. 
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SONGS 

^\ , with the words trans- 

- are published to s ay that they “ go ” 
tions of theSC f ;t is need less anc i children are 

t C /i Engli sh ’ origina l ‘^getting a fair idea of 
lated ur better > n . > e vV ords, a lirser y Rhymes * is 

infi0lt ick in l** 010 * the nds and Nursery 
very fl u ' ck «« French French songs 

bcir meaning- ^ of f^ Avig „on,” which gives much 
a very P rett > r t“SurleP ont ,, Hon The chorus can be 

known, perhaP 5 -' and 1 ac ^ ^ the figure of eight. 

scope for graC . ff aS a grand c a ’ nt lemen and ladies are 
danCed 10 and curtseys of the fine alone Umit the number 
ThC Ttive and imagination and ^ gtring of Capuchins, 
very effective,. ^ be atte mpted. leeveS , to slow time, 

l Lnt heads, and hand ^ . , impersonations. 


-oll'in 


8uP le Pont d’Avignon. 



The same book furnishes a delicate little movement in a 
minor key, “ La Mis t’-en l’Aire.” The children can take it m 
turn to ask the rest, with French gesture, the opening quest i oi 
of each verse. Then all answer, with appropriate action, 
that they can play the flute, violin, &c. Then, clapping hands 
tiree times, they finish with curtseying low to each other. 

1 ha Monaco” and “ Ramfene tes Moutons ” are also partied 
y pretty and inspiriting dancing games. 


* Augener & Co. 


SONGS FOR THE NURSERY. 


La Mis t’-en I’Aire. 

Allegretto. 

M ; 77 "-r -. - «... 

^ - : 


i « Sr 3 * 


S.v B -.ou. | >»■. d, I. „|, t . ^ ^ 




l’ai-re, de 


-?*v j-.L.j.A.'S -s’ 1 - 

— 

rrrr 

rz~i _ 

T i 


J -dr. 






Augener also publishes several collections of German songs, 
amongst which may be named that of “ Carl Reinecke’s Fifty 
Children’s Songs,” many of which are very beautiful, such as 


Dancing Song. 


Tempo comodo. 

mf Ding dong come a - long, Here’s our ba - by dancing : Ding doDg 




Here’s our 


baby 


dancing. 
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THE NURSERY- 

soncs FORJTHL-^— 

„ „ When the Little Children 
the Mountain. >( (iTo the Evening Star,” 

"OP y°" d 'L°whit«‘ L! "’’l; l<in Tlie “Dancing Son .g" given 
Sleep.” ; Th !, „ Snow-white- 1 suitab l e for action. 

, ln 

and violin p ymg ’ y,ng on 

;T'^c he> mcs . by Brahms* are several little gems, 
In "Nursery W")™® i ’ r .„ s , ma n” which has a very pretty 
particularly "^'rffte elder children goes round the .circle 

accompaniment. One of the hea ds, sway their bodies to 

of little drowsy ones, w 10 knee an d cover their faces. At the 
and fro, till they sink on rouse and dance gently, and 

second half of the last v X 0 ne!” instead of “Sleep 

can sing “Awake, awake, my 

on!” as before. have been thus briefly 

“ossMe 0 a Nursery party of three to 
touched upon are all poss or of others |ike th em- 

“ l “ « minutes aftei the arithmetic lesson and 
for another twenty minutes before bedttme-will be fou, 
both helpful and very pleasant to the children, and 
who have the care of them. A happy yet controlled bent is 
given to the bright, active little spirits and bodies, thereby 
banishing fidgetiness and inattention, and the beaming earnest 
faces of the dancing singers show that the children have 
attained that joyous teachable frame of being “ as good as 
gold.” 

Frances Epps. 



Notes and Queries. 


I should like to call the attention of parents to three 
points, in which they often transgress, often, I believe, from 
pure thoughtlessness. (i) The habit of criticising teachers 
before the children, or, still worse, allowing the children to sit 
in judgment on them. Love and reverence are the main 
elements of influence for good, and these can be destroyed in 
a moment by a few disparaging remarks. Under the present 
day school system, the home influence is stronger than formerly, 
for either good or evil. I remember gratefully my own mother’s 

answer to a childish growl of mine, “ Miss is so cross.” “ I 

dare say you are very provoking sometimes.” Of course, the 
child’s side has to be considered ; but that will be done by quiet 
observation better than by questioning. For instance, when, after 
some months at school, it was clear that a master had not won 
the respect and affection of a little boy whose reports, both in 
work and conduct, were all that could be desired, I should have 
liked to remove him, because the want of personal influence was 
such an infinite loss to the child. (2) Justice.— In ever) ar & e 
family there is sure to be one peculiar or domineermg temper , 
instead of grappling with it, the parents ijtoo ^ & 

others submit, preach family peace, _ of the 

quarrel,” &c., instead of going into the rig °. tice & an d the 
case. Children have, a very strong sense J ^ - n the 

justice in their little world ought to 1 er often tQ0 dear ly 

great world only in degree. Presen P e j ead tQ uf e . long 

purchased ; the unchecked te ^P er ^ 0 enc0U ragement of 

estrangement. (3) The toleration o deal seve rely 

teasing.— This is almost the only taui ^ the dev il than 

with in a child, because it has in it ar ^ ^ | ove 0 f giving 

many offences deemed more serious ; This seems 

Pain for its own sake; it as j! , . the teaser love to 

a hard saying, but it is true. Whom does 


